Expression of a gene coding for breast tumor-associated antigen in thyroid papillary carcinoma.
The expression of the H23 gene, previously shown to be overexpressed in breast cancer tissue, was examined in various thyroid pathologies. Thyroid papillary carcinomas demonstrate significant H23 mRNA levels, whereas benign thyroid pathologies have very low levels of expression. H23 gene expression in thyroid cancer inversely correlated with that of thyroperoxidase and thyroglobulin genes. Immunoblot assays of thyroid cancer tissues revealed overexpression of H23 gene at the protein level as well The data presented indicate that dedifferentiation of thyroid tissue to the malignant state is associated with increased H23 gene expression and suppression of some thyroidal differentiation marker genes.